PURPLE Topic Paper on Climate Change (Mazovia)
Questionnaire examples climate change adaptation strategies from Mazovia
	1. What are the key vulnerabilities/ impacts for your region or peri-urban areas? 

It is hard to unambiguously state, which of the weather phenomena are the effects of climate changes, which I why it’s not easy to indicate the main effects of climate changes. Mazovia is a region of lowlands and surrounded by lowlands, so its vulnerability in terms of climate change may not be a significant one (lack of mountains, or a seashore, which are areas of extreme weather conditions/changes). However, there is a problem seen here in terms of water management (valleys with large rivers and in the same time significant soil drought).
The main rivers of the region cause the danger of flooding in  spring time – when the large amount of snow is melting and ice-floe is breaking. The situation gets worse when the blockage of ice-floe damages flood banks. Less frequent are floods in summer time, caused by severe rainfalls. Crisis situations, in terms if their scale, may be divided into local ones and regional ones.


	2. What are the main adaptation objectives for your region or peri-urban areas?

Adaptation objectives are placed in many programs/strategies connected with natural environment and are being implemented by regional self-government (there is no specific program or strategy, focused on climate changes). 
Among others, there is a Program of the increasing of woodland areas in Mazovia (now, 20% of regional total area is covered by forests), which is aimed at afforesting at least 70 thousands hectares which are now in agricultural use. According to the document, this action will contribute to softening so called ‘greenhouse effect’, decreasing the process of soil infertiling and erosion, as well as preventing floods.
In the Program of capabilities of the region in terms of using renewable sources of energy, which (Program) is one of the elements of the development policy of our region, a number of renewable regional resources were identified. 
In program applying to water management (water retention), comprehensive actions are indicated within the borders of rivers’ basins, aimed at lengthening the time of water circulation, and what is most important – to ‘stock’ (keep) the water. 

The Program of small retention for Mazovia shows possibilities of keeping water for many purposes: for agriculture, industry, anti – flooding, anti – fires, and also recreational. Tasks indicated in the program, aimed at increasing existing water resources are especially important because of restricted current resources of surface water which may cause difficulties in economical development. This document shows valorisation of the area  - indicates areas where keeping water is especially needed (high priority), favourable (medium priority) and areas where there is no such need (low priority).


	3. Which barriers have been identified?

Generally, the main barriers in terms of adaptation various actions and programs are restricted funds of regional self-government and insufficient awareness of society regarding the purposefulness of taking up actions in this subject. 

In specific areas there may also be problems in formal (legal) and planning dimension, or local community protests. 


	4. Which adaptation actions have been chosen? 
(Partly answered in question 2). Adaptation actions which belong to regional self-government responsibilities are mainly preparing programs, concepts, plans, which enable identification key tasks and indicate possibilities if its realisation, also financial ones.


	5. What makes this example peri-urban?
The Regional Development Strategy to the year 2020 addresses actions to Warsaw Metropolitan Area (WMA), as well as to other more ‘remote’ areas of the region. Among actions addressed to WMA are:
· fostering environmental friendly systems of public transport,

· using alternative, renewable energy sources, which implies recognition of possibilities of diversification energy producing from various sources: especially biomass and water, as well as wind and sun energy.
Actions addressed to other areas of the region include:

· increasing the woodland area (75 thousands of hectares),

· building water reservoirs in order to prevent water shortage,

· improving the safety state in case of natural disasters and environmental catastrophes by extending and modernising flood banks, creating polders, re-naturalisation of  parts of rivers, which had been changed, restricting housing development in areas vulnerable to flooding, implementing ‘early warning’ systems,
· increasing the level of renewable energy use.

In the process of choosing above mentioned actions, many conditions were taken into account: natural (river valleys, agricultural value of the grounds) and economic (dense housing areas, cultural values)


	6. What is the role of the region and is there synergy with other regional and national policy?

Generally, actions taken up by the region (self-government) reflect national policy. In more detailed issues, local authorities have the autonomy to implement actions.


	7. Has the strategy been embedded within existing policy?
Strategy regarding climate change is reflected in regional policy generally (Regional Development Strategy for Mazovia to 2020), and it its environmental policy.


	8. Is there political backing and managerial support? If yes, how was this achieved?
All above mentioned actions, documents, programs are approved by the Executive of the regional self-government. In all cases it was the self-government  which initiated them.



Page 3 of 3

